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JOSEPH MALACHY KAVANAGH 1856-1918 

 

Forgeries and Misattributions  

Recent research on the Irish artist, Joseph Malachy Kavanagh, has led to the exposure of a significant 

number of forgeries passing through the auction rooms over the last 35 years or so, all fully 

catalogued as Joseph Malachy Kavanagh’s autograph work. Many of these are bought from 

American auction houses by uninformed or unscrupulous dealers, who then pass them off in Ireland, 

Britain, and elsewhere as autograph works. The majority of these forgeries bear added signatures, 

invariably in red paint. There is an ill-informed belief in the forgery trade that red paint is not 

detectable as an addition under ultra violet light. A number of other paintings bear altered 

signatures and there are also a number of innocent misattributions to add to the confusion. 

Nevertheless, the great majority of these forgeries are described in the auction catalogues as the 

work of the Irish artist, Joseph Malachy Kavanagh 1856-1918. The forgeries fall into three main 

categories: 

1. Paintings by unknown artists with forged signatures, mostly in the form of ‘J.M. Kavanagh’, added 

in red paint. Many of the forged signatures are very similar, which suggests that many of these 

forgeries have emanated from one particular forger for export to America; 

2. Paintings by an undocumented artist, probably American-Irish, who signed his work M. Kavanagh 

(see Forgeries no.6 and no.10 for example). These paintings have had a ‘J.’ added before the ‘M’ by 

the forger. M. Kavanagh was perhaps a non-exhibiting journeyman painter specialising in clerical 

portraits and religious works; 

3. Paintings by an American artist, John F. Kavanagh c.1853-c.1898. He signed his work J. Kavanagh. 

These paintings have been sold unaltered and are classed as misattributions. However, they have 

also been fraudulently passed off as the work of Joseph Malachy Kavanagh 1865-1918. For example, 

Eldreds, East Dennis, USA, were informed before their auction on the 11th February 2021 that 

‘Woman by a Lake’ [see page 5] was by John F. Kavanagh and not Joseph Malachy Kavanagh. 

However, they ignored the advice and sold the painting as a work by the Irish artist.  
Dominic Milmo-Penny 

Milmo-Penny Fine Art Ltd. 30th July 2021 

================================================================================================================= 

Dominic Milmo-Penny has been involved in the fine art trade since 1963 when he worked as an assistant to 

Monty Siev, Dublin's leading dealer at that time. This was followed by six years technical study during which 

time he developed the examination techniques he employs today. In 1974, he established Milmo-Penny Fine 

Art Limited, a private dealership specialising in late 19
th

 century Irish and European paintings. Over the 

following years, he developed a specialist expertise in the detection of forgery. His particular skills were 

commissioned by the National Gallery of Ireland in 1996 when they attributed 'The Goose Girl', one of their 

most popular paintings, to the Sheffield artist, Stanley Royle, thus ending a controversy, which had run for 

twenty years or so. In March 2018, he presented a talk on art forgery during the ‘Fake’ exhibition at the 

Science Gallery, Trinity College Dublin. In June 2018, he was invited by Forensic Science Ireland to deliver a talk 

on art forgery at Garda Headquarters, Dublin.  

 

https://forensicscience.ie/ 

https://dublin.sciencegallery.com/ 

 https://www.nationalgallery.ie/  

https://forensicscience.ie/
https://dublin.sciencegallery.com/
https://www.nationalgallery.ie/
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KAVANAGH FORGERY 1 & 14FEB’20 #2 

 

 KAVANAGH FORGERY 3 & 19APRIL’12 #4 

 

 KAVANAGH FORGERY 5 

 

 KAVANAGH FORGERY 6 & 18OCT’17 #7 

 

 KAVANAGH FORGERY 8 & 14JUNE’19 #9 

 

 
KAVANAGH FORGERY 10 & 14JULY’18 #11 

 KAVANAGH FORGERY 12 

 

 KAVANAGH FORGERY 13 

 

 KAVANAGH FORGERY 14 

 

 KAVANAGH FORGERY 15 & 21JULY’16 #16 

 

KAVANAGH FORGERY 17 & 28SEPT’16 #18 

 

 KAVANAGH FORGERY 19 
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KAVANAGH FORGERY 20 & 26MAY’07 #21  

& 7DEC’05 #22 & 26JUN’00 #23 

 KAVANAGH FORGERY 24 & 29OCT’08 #25 &26FEB’08 #26 

 KAVANAGH FORGERY 27 

 

 
KAVANAGH FORGERY 28 & 9JAN’7 #29 & 12MAY’01 #30 

 

 KAVANAGH FORGERY 31 & 16MAY’03 #32 & 18SEP’93 #33 

& 23APR’90 #34 & 26OCT’88 #35 

 

 
KAVANAGH FORGERY 36

 
KAVANAGH FORGERY 37 

 

 KAVANAGH FORGERY 38 

 

 KAVANAGH FORGERY 39 & 26FEB’01 #40 

 

 

KAVANAGH FORGERY 41 
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KAVANAGH FORGERY 42 

 

 

 
KAVANAGH FORGERY 43 

 

 

 
KAVANAGH FORGERY 44 

 

 
KAVANAGH FORGERY 45 

 

 KAVANAGH FORGERY 46 

 

 
KAVANAGH FORGERY 47 

& JAN’11 #48 

 

 KAVANAGH FORGERY 49 

 

KAVANAGH FORGERY 50 

 
KAVANAGH FORGERY 51 

 

 
KAVANAGH FORGERY 52 

 

 
KAVANAGH FORGERY 53 

 

 
KAVANAGH FORGERY 54 

 

 
KAVANAGH FORGERY 55 

 

 
KAVANAGH FORGERY 56 

 

 
KAVANAGH FORGERY 57 

 

 
KAVANAGH FORGERY 58 

 

 
KAVANAGH FORGERY 59 
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JOSEPH MALACHY KAVANAGH  

MISATTRIBUTIONS 
 

KAVANAGH MISATTRIBUTION 1 [JOHN F. KAVANAGH c1853-98] 

#60 

 

KAVANAGH MISATTRIBUTION 2 [JOHN F. KAVANAGH c1853-98] 

#61 
 

KAVANAGH MISATTRIBUTION 3 [JOHN F. KAVANAGH  

c1853-98] #62 

 

KAVANAGH MISATTRIBUTION 4 [ARTIST UNKNOWN] #63 
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